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My Financial Giving 
 
What do Christians believe about 
stewardship?  
 
Christians understand that Jesus expects people to 
give to God’s work (Matthew 6:2-4). When we understand that everything comes from God 
and that he will give us the gift of contentment then giving becomes a joy that frees us to 
share and give generously. In practice most Christian believe that we should aim to give 
between 5 and 10% of our income away (in one sense God is very generous to let us keep 
90% of what was his in the first place!). Take a look at the paper ‘A Quick Guide to Giving’ 
explains more about why and what the Bible encourages us to give.  
 
How much should I be giving?  
 
Remember, we recognise that there are different circumstances and you may wish to give 
to a variety of different organisations. Many Christians believe that at least half of their 
giving should be to the local church.  
 
The key issue is not ‘what figure?’, but rather, ‘is this sacrificial for me? (i.e. Do I notice it? 
Is it a sacrifice and real commitment? Is it more than I spend on leisure?).  
 
There are two helpful ways of thinking about this.  
 
1. £1 Per week for every £1000 of annual income.  
 
This approximates to about 5%, or half of the guideline tithe amount. So if you earn 
£15,000 you could aim to give £15 - £20 per week to church.  
 
2. Quick reference guide  
 
The table below shows roughly what different levels of giving represent. It works best if 
you know your annual income.  
 

 Giving shown by percentage of income for weekly and yearly amounts 
Annual 
Income 

1% 5% 10% 
Weekly  Yearly Weekly Yearly Weekly Yearly 

5,000 1 50 5 250 10 500 
10,000 2 100 10 500 20 1000 
15,000 3 150 14 750 29 1500 
20,000 4 200 20 1000 40 2000 
25,000 5 250 24 1250 48 2500 
30,000 6 300 29 1500 58 3000 
40,000 8 400 38.50 2000 77 4000 



For example: If you know you earn £15,000 per year, find that in the left hand column. By 
looking along the row you can see what amounts given each week or year mean in terms 
of how much you are giving overall.  
 
All figures are expressed in £’s and figures have been rounded for ease of use.  
… but remember we all need to adjust our figure in the light of our circumstances.  
 
• You may have a low income household with relatively higher costs than others 
• You may be on benefits or unwaged and have fewer resources 
• Your partner may not be a Christian so you might not be as free as others to give 
• You may have received a legacy, sold your house, had a pay rise/ cut or other 

payment and have not yet included its effect on your giving.  
 
These are all individual and must be taken into account, with the aim of obeying what God 
says through the Bible. However, remember the story Jesus told about the widow who 
gave a very tiny coin. The key is not how much, but what it costs. She and we, are called 
to give sacrificially whether that is £5 or £5000 a month!  
 
 
 
How can I give?  
 
You can give by what we call ‘Planned Giving’ or you can put cash in the plate each time 
you come to church (called ‘unplanned’). Of course we welcome all giving, but Planned 
Giving is really helpful to us. You might also be aware of a scheme called Gift Aid: if you 
pay tax, then as a charity we can claim back from the government the tax you have 
already paid on the money you give. It makes a big difference, for each £10 given we can 
claim back an extra £2.50.  
 
1. Unplanned Giving  

• In the collection plate each week -  we welcome all that people give. Cash in the 
plate used to mean we lose out because we couldn’t claim tax back on random 
donation but now we can claim a Gift-Aid through Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme.  

• Cash or Cheque in the offering envelopes – these are an excellent way of putting a 
cash amount in each week. If you are on no/low income or your income varies 
significantly these can be very helpful.  

• Online Giving or Card Machine at church – during the pandemic we are limited to 
handling cash. Therefore, paying by a bank card via the card machine in the 
church or making an online giving on our website is strongly recommended.  

 
 
2. Planned Giving  

• Via the weekly envelope scheme – this is a more organized version of the offering 
envelopes mentioned above. You receive a box of date-marked envelopes each 
year in which you bring the money week by week. If you can let the treasurer (we 
don’t have an official treasurer at the moment but our warden, Yvonne has been 
covering treasurer role) know what you intend to give each week, that helps us 
even more. If you use this way of giving please ensure you bring the envelopes for 
times you can’t attend. This method can suite those on variable or low incomes as 
you have much more ability to vary the amount to suit your circumstances.  

 



• Through standing order at the bank – this enables you to give a fixed amount each 
month which can also be Gift Aided. People on a regular income often find this the 
easiest way of giving for them. It is also excellent for us as we can plan our budget 
more carefully.  

 
 
 
 
 
Take a moment to consider what you give now 
 
Use the guide to check out what level that is  
 
Is it 5% or more? What changes do you need 
to make to share life and give hope?  
 
What does that tell you about changes you need to make?  
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your prayer, time and gift, 
may God bless you with his generosity 
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