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Against All Odds
Digging in – 20 minutes – Visual & Audio clips

(No need to worry if you can’t play the clips, you can carryon without watching it)

As you start, ask the children if they have ever been in a desperate situation where
all the odds seemed to be stacked against them? Or ask them if they can think of a
situation possibly in the news or in a film or book, where it looked as if someone was
in an impossible situation. Some of the Alex Rider books might spring to mind –
where Alex Rider escapes from a dangerous situation.

Tell the children that you can think of one such situation – and show the following
clip from Shrek 3. Ask the children who they thought had the upper hand, but to note
who actually won.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0L1sL54G45Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MriW09XMJeo

Ask the children who they thought had the upper hand, but to note who actually won.

Tell the children that there was an equally scary moment in Elisha's life. The King of
Aram thought that Elisha was a spy and he wanted to go and capture Elisha. The
story is in 2 Kings 6:8-23. Read the story from verse 13-23 in a child friendly
version, then ask the children the following questions:

1. How big was the king's army? How frightening was it? (verse 14)
2. Who did Elisha's servant think would win? (verse 15)
3. What surprise did Elisha have in store? (verses 16-17)
4. What did Elisha pray would happen to the King's army (verse 18)
5. Where did Elisha take the Kings' army? (verse 19)
6. What punishment did Elisha suggest for his enemies? (verses 22-23)

Explain that Elisha trusted in God so much, that he knew that God would protect him
and that God had his angels looking after him. Ask the children to think about
Elisha's faith that he could ask for the enemies to be struck with blindness, and they
were. Think about how close Elisha was to God, that he could pray in faith and know
that God would answer his prayer. Think about the kindness of Elisha at the end –
he did not want to needlessly kill his enemies. By showing them kindness he
ensured that they did not try to attack his country again.

Remind the children that God is the same God, who cares for us as he did for Elisha.
Ask the children whether they might learn to trust in God in the same way as Elisha,
and to remember that if God is for us, who can be against us?
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The Point: To reassure the children that God cares for us and will protect us – that
even when situations look difficult God has the situation under control.

Memory Verse
Response – 15 minutes – Memory Verse

“My God will supply all your needs”. Philippians 4:19

Read the verse together as many times as it takes for everyone to memorise it.

Write the verse down several times on a piece of paper, cut it out into strips of paper
(decorate it any way they want to) and then put the strips up in different places in
your house.  It can remind the children that God will help them and protect them any
time and any place.

(Feel free to use the page below to print off or get the children to make their own)
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