
...the Bold
BC20

Bible Verses: 2 Kings 2:19-22 ; 4 : 1-7, 8-36, 38-41, 42-44; 5:1-27; 6:1-6, 8-23; Philippians 4:19; Hebrews 11;1.

Getting Started 15 mins  Game

Digging In 20 mins  Quiz

The aim of this session is to help the young people to learn about Elisha, to be encouraged by his life to be courageous
and bold in their faith and to be obedient to God.

Trust Me

Set all the chairs out – either in a line each chair facing alternate directions, or in a circle with the seats facing outwards.

The group must stand in a circle around the chairs. When the music starts they move round the chairs and when it stops they sit
down. Everyone has to sit down – if there is no chair then they have to sit on someone's knee.

Remove a chair each time the music stops – continue playing until only one chair is left and everyone has to sit on one chair on each
other's knees.

This is a silly game, but it illustrates the concept of trust. You have to trust that the person below you will help you sit on their knees
– otherwise you wouldn't sit down. You have to trust that the chair will hold you up before you sit on it. We all trust lots of things in
our lives.

Explain that Elisha was known for his trust in God. He knew that God would never let him down. He also knew that God was
interested in small details of people's lives and that God would do what he said. Therefore God was able to perform miracles
through Elisha – Elisha believed what God said and acted in obedience to God's word. Refer back to one of the miracles in the
Getting Started section.

Explain that Elisha is best to be remembered for his trust in God and for his obedience to God's word – as well as for the miracles
themselves.

The Point: To illustrate the concept of trust and to introduce Elisha as a person who had tremendous trust in God.  

Equipment

One chair per child and music to play.

Home Sweet Home

Using the masking tape mask off a Noughts and Crosses board on the floor, with spaces large enough for one child to sit in. Divide
the children into two teams – one to be noughts the other crosses. The “crosses” are to sit cross-legged, the “noughts” are to hold
their arms out as if making a circle.

Explain that they are going to hear a story and then we will have a quiz in the form of a noughts and crosses game. Each team will
be asked a question in turn, and when they get an answer right, a member of the team can sit in a square on the board.

Read the story from 2 Kings 4:8-37.  Give each team a number of Bibles, so they can refer to them to help with the questions. Then
ask the following questions the first to put their hand up and answer the question right, wins the right to choose a square.
If one game finishes, then start another – if the balance is unequal you can always change them around slightly, or add a leader to a
team, or make a rule that the same person cannot answer two questions in a row.

1. What town did Elisha visit regularly? (verse 8)
2. A wealthy lady gave Elisha a bath every time he visited the town– true or false (verse 8)
3. Because the lady enjoyed Elisha's company she decided to build a four roomed extension for him – true or false (verse 10).
4. How did the woman describe Elisha? (verse 9)
5. What did the woman most want in life? (verse 14)
6. How did Elisha repay the woman's kindness? (verse 16)
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Digging In 20 mins  Bible Study

7. Why was it unlikely the woman would have had a son without Elisha's prophecy? (verse 14)
8. The lady gave birth to a son – just as Elisha had said –true or false? (verse 17)
9. What happened to the young son? (verse 20)

10. To whom did the woman turn when her son had died? (verse 22)
11. What was the woman's reaction to her son's death? (verse 27)
12. What did Elisha do when he arrived at the woman's house? (verse 33)
13. How many times did the boy sneeze? (verse 35)
14. What did the woman do when she found her son was well? (verse 37)

General questions    

15. How did Elisha know that the woman would give birth to a son?
16. To whom did Elisha pray to in order to bring the boy back to life?
17. Did the woman expect any favour from Elisha when she built the little room?
18. Why was Elisha so confident that the woman would have a son and that he could help when that son became ill and died?

Conclude the discussion by drawing out the following:

The Point: To learn the story of Elisha. 

Equipment

Bibles and masking tape.

Miracle Plays

Divide the children into small groups. Give each group a story of a miracle to act out in front of the group. As they act out the story,
ask the children to think about three things:

1. Why did the miracle happen? Ask them to try to portray this in the sketch (e.g. people were upset, Elisha was concerned,
etc).

2. Ask them also to think how Elisha would have acted the miracle – would he have just done it, might he have prayed first?
Where was the power for the miracles from, and why was Elisha so confident that the miracle would happen? See if they
could include this in the way they act their sketch.

3. How do you think the people would have felt on the receiving end of the miracle?

Give the following passages to the groups, then give each group time to prepare the sketch, before coming back and presenting the
sketch to the whole group at the end. Always find something as leader to praise about each sketch and draw out the thinking behind
the above questions from the sketch.

Passages (all from 2 Kings):

The widow's oil: 4:1-7

Turning the water sweet: 2:19-22

Healing Naaman: 5:1-19

Making a meal edible: 4:38-41

Feeding 100: 4:42-44

Making an axehead float: 6:1-6

The woman recognised Elisha as being a man of God – I wonder what that meant. That Elisha trusted and obeyed God, and
listened to God and heard God speak? Elisha had a deep faith and trust in God.

The woman showed kindness to Elisha expecting nothing in return. Do we show kindness to others?

Note how interested Elisha was in the daily events of the woman and her husband's lives.  God does care about us and about
what makes us happy.

What do we learn from Elisha's example?
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Response 15 mins  Memory Verse

Defeating the Arameans: 6:8-23

Learning about the life of Elisha – we learn from the motivation for the miracles. We learn that Elisha cared about people and the
minutiae of their lives.

We also learn that Elisha had a deep trust and confidence in God, that meant that he was able to be so confident in his actions and
belief that God would intervene and act in situations. Elisha was a prophet – so he listened to and spoke the words of God.

What can we learn from the example of Elisha?

Can we learn to be more confident in God and trust him more – believing that God is interested in the little details of our lives and
the lives of those around us?

The Point: To look at the miracles performed by Elisha and to see how we can learn to trust God when we know he is interested in
the small details of our lives.

Equipment

A Bible per child

Pots Of Clay

“My God will supply all your needs”

 Philippians 4:19

Give the children some air hardening clay. Ask them to make a small pot – they may wish to coil sausages of clay to make a pot, or
make a more traditional pot.

Give each child a piece of paper with the memory verse printed on it. Ask them to decorate the paper – colouring in the letters if you
are able to use bubble type writing (you could use the example attached below). Older children can copy the verse onto smaller
strips of paper.

Read the verse altogether – and ask the children to put the paper into the pot and keep it somewhere this week where they can see
it and remember the verse.

The Point: To encourage the children to read the bible. 

Equipment

Air hardening clay – enough for each child to make a small pot, copies of the memory verse written on a piece of paper to be put into
the pot, and pens for colouring.
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