
Friend Of Sinners
NG05

Bible Verses: John 15:12-17, Luke 7:34, Genesis 18:16-33, John 21, Matthew 16:15a.

Warming Up 10 mins  Game

Getting Started 10 mins  Visual And Audio Clips

The aim of this session is to realise that we are God's friends, and that this is both a privilege
and a responsibility. 

Down On One Knee

All the children stand in a circle. One of the children has a ball that they throw to any other child in the
circle. If the child catches it, they throw it to another child.

If the child misses, they have to go down on one knee until the ball is thrown to them again and they
catch it.

On the first miss, the child goes down on one knee. On the second consecutive miss, they go down on
2 knees. The third consecutive miss, they put one arm behind their back. The fourth consecutive miss,
they close their eyes. However, each time they catch a ball they are able to go back a stage – so if they
are on one knee and then catch the ball, they stand up again. If their eyes are closed and
they catch the ball,  they can open their eyes again, although they have to remain on their knees with
one arm behind them.

The ball must be thrown properly so that it is possible to catch – it shouldn't be thrown above head
height and shouldn't be thrown deliberately wide or short. For deliberate bad throws, penalise children
by making them go down on one knee (or whatever stage would be next if they'd missed the ball).

This game is a useful starter if the group arrive at different times. Play for 5 minutes or so until the
whole group is present.

The Point: Just for fun. Slightly linked to forgiveness - if you miss the ball, you don't have to stay on
one knee forever.

Equipment

A ball.

Maria Listens To God

Summary: Maria has been sent from the Convent to be governess to the Von Trapp children who are
being “difficult” in order to get their father to notice them. The eldest girl, Liesel, is particularly against
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Digging In 10 mins  Bible Study

having a governess and makes her position obvious from the outset. However, in this scene, Liesel
comes in soaking wet from a tryst with a boy and Maria is able to help her.

Start time: 42:16
End time: 46:00

Play the clip and discuss these points:

Points to bring out:

The Point: Often we think of friends as people of our age and experience. But God is infinitely beyond
us in experience as well as goodness.

This clip shows Liesel and Maria beginning to be friends – a relationship that will help Liesel as she
becomes a woman. In the same way, our relationship with God helps us to become the sort of person
He wants us to be.

The clip also shows us that Maria is a friend of God, as she prays with total honesty: it is her friendship
with God that helps her to feel genuine compassion for the children in her care.

Equipment

A copy of The Sound of Music and the means to play it.

Breakfast On The Beach

Before you tell the story, make sure that each child has an item – a paper fish, a twig, some coloured
tissue paper or a small roll.

When Maria prays for the children, what does she pray for?

Why does Maria pray for the children?

What does her prayer show us about her relationship with God?

Do you think Maria and Liesel can be friends now?

Will it do them good to be friends with one another? How?

It is because Maria is God's friend that she wants to befriend the Von Trapp children – they are
more than just a job to her.

When we are friends with God, it should affect the way we feel towards other people.

Friends don't have to be the same age as we are – Liesel will gain a lot from being friends with
Maria who can be sensible and helpful as well as a lot of fun.

In the same way, we can get a lot of benefit out of being friends with God: He enjoys our company,
really loves us, and always has an answer that will help us!
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Tell the story:

Shortly after Jesus rose from the dead, Peter began to get restless. “I'm going fishing,” he said.

Six of the other disciples decided to go with him, including John, but they fished all night and didn't
catch anything.

In the morning, they saw a man on the beach. He called out to them, “Friends! Have you caught
anything?”

“Nothing at all,” the disciples answered.

“Throw the net over the other side,” called the man on the beach. The disciples did as the man said
and immediately they caught a huge number of fish; the net became really heavy!

(Lay out a piece of netting and ask the children who have fish to come and put them in the net.)

When someone counted the fish later, there were 153 of them.

John said to Peter, “It's Jesus!”

Peter looked at the man, realised that it really was Jesus, and jumped straight into the water fully
dressed. He struggled up the beach to Jesus. The other disciples followed as quickly as they could,
bringing the boat and the fish with them.

Jesus had lit a fire and was cooking fish and bread on it.

(The children with the sticks and tissue paper should come and build a fire next to the net of fish)

“Come and have breakfast,” Jesus invited them, and they sat and had breakfast together – just as they
had done before Jesus was killed.

(The people with the rolls should break them and share them with the rest of the group.)

After breakfast, Jesus turned to Peter and asked him, “Simon Peter, do you love me?”

“Yes, Jesus,” Peter answered.

“Teach the people I care for,” Jesus told him.

But Jesus asked the question again, “Do you love me, Simon Peter?”

“Yes, Lord, you know I love you,” Peter answered.

“Look after the people who follow me,” Jesus said.

And then Jesus asked Peter the question again, and when Peter repeated that he loved Jesus, Jesus
asked him again to look after the other people who followed Him.

“It doesn't matter what other people do for me, I want you to do what I tell YOU to do,” Jesus told
Peter.

Ask what this story shows us about Jesus' friendship – how was Jesus a good friend to the
disciples?

Why did Jesus ask Peter how much he loved him? What responsibility did Jesus give Peter?
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Response 10 mins  Worship and Reflection

The story is found in John 21.

The Point: This story is a good example of a friendly interlude with Jesus and His disciples. It shows
Jesus' concern for his friends – He wants to help them and spend time with them.

Jesus' conversation with Peter also shows that friendship with Jesus brings with it the responsibility to
care for others :our friendship with God brings with it a responsibility to care for other people and to do
the things that God has asked us to do.

Equipment

Paper fish, sticks, red and yellow tissue and small rolls.

Walking Together

Give out pencils and paper and ask the children to find a space on the floor. Ask the children to think of
their favourite place and to draw themselves in that place.                        

As they draw, ask them to talk to God quietly, thanking Him that He is their friend, and asking Him to
help them to remember that wherever they go, God is with them. They can draw God in their picture if
they want!

The Point: For the children to talk to God and to think about the fact that he is always there with them. 

Equipment

Pens and paper, instrumental praise music.

Explain that when we are friends with Jesus we have a responsibility to reach out to other people
as well: to other Christians, as we share God's love for us, and to people who don't know about
Jesus so that they can learn about him.

Being God's friend isn't supposed to be a selfish thing!
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